MELKONIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE 
AND AGBU EDUCATIONAL NETWORK 
The ambiguity hovering above the future of MEI has created an apparent nervousness among AGBU family members who are directly or indirectly involved in the controversy. Hence, it would be wise to avoid all confrontational media exposures and control the debate in a collaborative manner in order to achieve a positive consensus regarding the future of MEI. 
The issue should be viewed from the wider scope of the ever-changing geo-political developments affecting the Armenian Diaspora and the future role of Armenian Educational network within the framework of a (definable) comprehensive inventory of Armenian Community hopes and goals as citizens of the world.

Accordingly, it may be advisable to appoint a special task force with the specific mission to analyze and evaluate thoroughly and objectively the different facets of the dilemma by taking into considerations differing opinions and factual data in a holistic manner in order to arrive to a constructive and sound judgment.
Detailed assessment of the legal, moral, financial, educational and practical considerations affecting the "to close-down or not to close-down MEI" deadlock, should be related to the following essentials: 
1. The purpose of AGBU is "the promotion of the educational, social, cultural, physical and spiritual development of the Armenian people". During the last several decades, the educational network of AGBU has produced generations imbued with traditional Armenian cultural heritage. In the absence of planning the future with well defined collective aims, the majority of those generations are often blamed for being passive members the Armenian Communities.
2. Through moral and material incentives, AGBU educational network has the potential to play a greater role by following-up a greater number of the existing and future alumni to become professionally active members of the community in the fields of political science, education, media, IT, international law, finance and banking.
3. It is up to the leadership of AGBU to define a new guiding principle to motivate the rising generations, to turn their Armenian Education into productive actions for the benefit of the Community at large and themselves per se.
4. Funds provided for the AGBU educational network become meaningful, if the growing indifference and inertia of the youth is approached with empathy and a new impetus is provided for the benefit of Armenian Communities of the Diaspora and the Republic of Armenia. Otherwise, AGBU educational purpose becomes moot.
With the above mentioned considerations in the background, it may be worthwhile to give the priority to the harder option of redefining the mission statement of MEI and make available the necessary tools and impulsion for the accomplishment of a more purposeful, pragmatic and productive educational performance. MEI controversy is a critical testing ground to avoid a domino effect for the whole AGBU educational network. I believe that through creative deliberation it is possible to bypass the present impasse.
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